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1.
CHRISTIANIA TORV
The old marketplace of Christiania. The town 
was founded by King Christian IV after the Great 
Fire of 1624 destroyed the medieval town of Oslo, 
located on the eastern shore of Bjørvika.

6.
GREV WEDELS PLASS
In 1814 Christiania became the capital of the 
newly proclaimed sovereign state of Norway, and 
in 1818 it was decided that this area was to be 
used for future state buildings. 

2.
AKERSHUS CASTLE AND 
FORTRESS
The earliest sections date from c. 1300. 

3.
MYNTGATA 2
Former Military barracks and stables, and part 
of the Akershus Fortress. The barracks are now 
used as offices for the Ministry of Environment. 

4.
BANKPLASSEN
Representative square laid out in 1828 and 
flanked by three generations of buildings 
erected for the Central Bank of Norway. 

5.
THE MUSEUM OF 
ARCHITECTURE

Situated along Rådhusgata are three generations of town halls. The one on the square 
itself is the oldest, dating from 1642. Rådmannsgården at no. 19, dating from 1626, 
is one of the oldest preserved buildings in the Kvadraturen area. Today’s town hall is 
located by the waterfront at Rådhusplassen and was opened in 1950. 

The area, originally a part of the Akershus Fortress, was however laid out as a park 
instead. Logen, the old Freemason building at Grev Wedels plass 2, was erected in 
1839 and designed by C. Malling and J. Seidelin. The massive timber building at Grev 
Wedels plass 1 is the old military hospital, Militærhospitalet. It was moved here in 
1984 from its originial site by the Government buildings in Akersgata. 

In the late Medieval period Akershus had become an extensive fortified complex. In 

the 1600s it was modernized to meet the challenge of the new artillery. The medieval 

castle was simultaneously transformed into a Renaissance palace. After the Great 

Fire of 1624, King Christian IV decided to move the town of Oslo under the ramparts 

of the fortress.

The cavalry barracks were erected in 1898. The Military Stables were built in 1867 
and designed by H. E. Schirmer and W. von Hanno, two of Norway’s leading archi-
tects in the mid 1800s. Furthermore, the buildings were the initial quarters of the 
King’s guards. 

The second building of the Bank of Norway (pictured), at Bankplassen 4, was com-
pleted in 1906 and designed by I. Hjorth. It now houses the Museum of Contempo-
rary Art. The present day Bank of Norway is found at Bankplassen 2. It was built in 
1986 and designed by Lund & Slaatto arkitekter AS. Engebrets Café at Bankplassen 
1 is one of Oslo’s oldest restaurants and has been running its business in the same 
building since 1863. At that time the bohemians frequented the café, as Christiania 
Theater was located only two blocks away.

Architect S. Fehn is responsible for the renovation work and the new pavillion added 

in 2008, when the building re-opened as a museum. 

11.
FRED OLSENS GATE 2
A mansion built for one of the city’s early indus-
trialists. Its current use is offices for the shipping 
company Fred Olsen & Co. 

7.
SKIPPERGATA 3
Grei Kafé is Oslo’s oldest tavern still in busi-
ness. The ground floor of this Empire style 
building, originally located on the seafront, 
has served as a tavern since 1838. 

12.
BJØRVIKA
Bjørvika was the city harbour. Here we find the 
old customs buildings and the remains of the 
garden of an 18th century mansion, Paleet. 

8.
DRONNINGENS GATE
The city’s second town hall, Rådhusgata 7, 
dates from 1625. The buildings in this area 
once faced the 17th century harbour. 

9.
DRONNINGENS GATE 15
The Central Post Office, Hovedpostkontoret, 
opened in 1924. It was converted to residential 
and commercial use in 2007. 

10.

OSLO BØRS
The Stock Exchange, built in 1828 and designed 
by Chr. Grosch in the Empire style. Grosch was 
the first Head of Planning in Oslo. 

Treschow-gården, erected in 1710 in the Baroque style for Admiral Gerhard Tre-
schow, paper and sawmill entrepreneur. 

The romantic poet and Norwegian national icon Henrik Wergeland (d. 1854) met 
his future wife, Amalie Sofie Bekkevold, here. Her father, the owner of the harbour 
tavern, looked after Wergeland’s oars while he was at work at the University library, 
then located nearby at Christiania Torv. 

The medieval town of Oslo was situated on the eastern shore of Bjørvika, After the 
last of many fires had destroyed the town in 1624, it was moved to the western shore, 
but Bjørvika (meaning “the city bay”) remained the city harbour. Tollpakkhuset, The 
Customs Warehouse, was designed in 1850 by J. Nebelong. Tollboden, The Customs 
House, was designed in 1896 by A. Schirmer. Both buildings were then situated on 
the waterfront. Paleet, the residence of Chamberlain Bernt Anker, was also located in 
this area. The trees at Christain Frederiks plass are all that remain of the old garden 
Paleehaven, laid out in the 1760s, stretching from the mansion and down to the sea. 
Paleet was irreparably damaged in a fire in 1942 and demolished. 

Dronningens gate formed the original seafront, the area in which the most promi-
nent citizens had their houses and ran their businesses. Here we find some of Oslo’s 
oldest houses. Dronningens gate 11, Magistratgården, dates from 1647. Tollbugata 
10 is the former Military Academy, Krigsskolen, with the oldest parts dating from 
the 1600s. is still owned by the military. It was built as a residence for the Chancellor 
of Norway, Jens Bjelke, but functioned as a military academy from 1802. 

The building was designed by R. E. Jacobsen in the Nordic Neo-Baroque style. The 
cannon ball in the wall facing Tollbugata originates from the Swedish siege of 1716. 
It was fired from the Akershus Fortress, through the straight street, at the besiegers. 
The cannonball in the wall has been moved to the post office from the building 
earlier located at this spot. 

The Stock Exchange in Tollbugata 2 was erected in the city’s very first park, Grøn-
ningen. The building still houses the Oslo Stock Exchange.

 A TOUR OF 
KVADRATUREN 

Kvadraturen and the map

Kvadraturen is the historical center of Oslo. The area is 

a lifesized encyclopedia of buildings spanning nearly 4 

centuries, and is a veritable treasure trove for anyone 

interested in history and architecture. This map is a guide 

to a large part of the history, development and architec-

tural heritage of Kvadraturen.

Kulturminneatlaset / www.kvadraturen.oslo.no

The Cultural Heritage Office of Oslo has, in cooperation 

with Oslo Museum and the City Archives, developed a 

web based cultural heritage map of Kvadraturen. The map 

presents the history and rich architectural heritage of the 

area. In addition you will find advice on how to manage 

and maintain such buildings, and the guidelines under 

which these buildings are managed today. 

www.kvadraturen.oslo.no

THE HISTORICAL CENTRE OF OSLO

The oldest building of the Bank of Norway, 
designed by Chr. Grosch in 1828, Oslo’s 
first Head of Planning. Today it houses the 
National Museum of Architecture. 

17
16

15

14

13

18

19
20

22

23

01 09

21

08 11

10

12

07



22

18

17
16

23

19
20

15

14

13

01 09

21

03 08
11

05 04
10

12

07
02

06

16.
STORTORVET
Market square in front of the Oslo Cathedral, and 
the town’s main market from the 1730s.
The buildings that surround the square date from
several different periods.

17.

EGERTORGET
Small open space where the eastern and western 
parts of Oslo’s main street, Karl Johans gate, were 
connected in the 1840s.

13.
JERNBANETORGET
Norway’s first railway station, established in 1854,
later extended several times. The Neo-Renaissance 
part of the station complex was erected in the 
1880s. 

14.
KARL JOHANS GATE 12
Commercial building and former hotel on Oslo’s 
main street, Karl Johan, erected in the Tudor
Gothic style, and designed by W. von Hanno. 

15.
OSLO DOMKIRKE
Oslo Cathedral, consecrated in 1697, restored 
and remodeled about 1850. (Se picture below for 
contrast.)

Kongens gate was the most important street in 17th century Christiania. It ran from 
the main city gate, situated roughly on the corner of today’s Karl Johans gate and 
Kongens gate, and all the way down to the Akershus Fortress. The square in front of 
the cathedral was laid out in 1730 and became the main open air market. Grensen 
(meaning “the border”) was originally located outside the town proper. Here a 
cluster of houses popped up, forming a suburban settlement. The yellow building at 
Grensen 1, Stortorvets Gjæstgiveri, is originally an old inn from about 1700. 
Svaneapoteket at Karl Johans gate 13 is the city’s oldest preserved pharmacy, built 
in 1896 and designed by O. Ekman. It contains interior glass paintings by W. von 
Krogh. 

The present day Karl Johans gate was divided in two separate parts prior to 1840. 
Egertorget was formed when the buildings in this area were demolished to create a 
continuous street. Egertorget is also the site of the well-known Freia Chocolate neon 
sign. Horngården on the corner of Karl Johans gate and Øvre Slottsgate was the 
city’s first “skyscraper”, completed in 1929 in the Functionalist style and designed by 
L. Backer. 

Hovedbanen, Norway’s first railway line, opened in 1854, connecting Christi-
ania and Eidsvoll. Hovedbanegården was completed in 1854 and designed by 
H. Schirmer and W. von Hanno. A part ot this building is incorporated in the 
north wall of the present day Neo-Renaissance building, Østbanehallen, erected 
1879-82 and designed by G. A. Bull. Oslo Sentralstasjon was erected 1980-86 
and designed by Engh and Seip AS. At Jernbanetorget we also find monumental 
buildings reflecting Oslo’s former importance as the shipping capital of Norway: 
Den Norske Amerikalinje, 1916-19, designed by A. Bjercke and G. Eliassen, and 
Det forenede Dampskipsselskap 1918, designed by M. Poulsson, both in a in a 
Neo-Baroque style.

In the spring of 1858 many buildings along Karl Johan were destroyed by fire. 
Soon afterwards grand commercial buildings of four and five storeys emerged, 
and contributed in the process of making Karl Johan the focal point of street life 
in Kristiania. 

The older church at Christiania torv was destroyed in the Great Fire of 1686. It was 
then decided to erect the new church outside the ramparts surrounding the 17th 
century Christiania, abandoning the concept of the fortified town. The church was 
completed in 1679 and remodeled in the Neo-Gothic style in about 1850 by Alexis de 
Chateauneuf, resulting in a high red brick tower with an ornamental bronze spire. 
Basarene, the bazaars, were erected as slaughter stalls between 1840 and 1859. 
Brannvakten, the firewatch tower, was erected in 1856. Both buildings were de-
signed by Chr. Grosch in a Romantic style with elements from medieval architecture. 

18.
WESSELS PLASS
Stortinget, the Parliament Building. Erected 1861-
66 and designed by E. Langlet. The Parliament 
Hall is shaped like a rotunda, jutting from the 
main body of the building. Extension 1951-59 by 
N. Holter. 

19.
PRINSENS GATE/ØVRE 
SLOTTSGATE
Street junction with characteristic business 
buildings, erected in the 1890s.

20.
KONGENS GATE 23
The Steen & Strøm department store, built in 1930 
in Art Deco style and designed by O. Sverre. 

21.
KIRKEGATA 14-16-18
Sumptuous bank building erected for Cen-
tralbanken in the Neo-Baroque style, 1915-21. 
Designed by W. Hansteen and H. Bull. 

22.
ØVRE VOLLGATE 15
Nissens pikeskole, one of the city’s most important 
private schools for girls. Built in 1860 and designed 
by E. Langlet, who also designed Stortinget. 

23.
RÅDHUSGATA 23B AND 25
Rådhusgata originally ended at the western city 
gate, beneath the Akershus Fortress. In 1881 the 
street was extended to Pipervika and what is today 
the waterfront area of the City Hall. 

The square was originally a rocky part of the fortress ramparts. Akersgata follows the 
old path leading from the Akershus fortress. The path was cut off when the fortified 
town was founded in the early 1600s. The ramparts were later removed and the area 
laid out as a square about 1880. 
Skreddergården at Akersgata 20 is a listed, commercial building erected in 1894 and 
designed by C. Reuter. Note the rich scrafitti decor on the facade. 

These buildings are typical examples of the new building technique introduced at the 
turn of the previous century. They are constructed around a steel frame with big win-
dow panels on the ground and first floor levels, and the exteriors are richly decorated.

This well-known department store was originally fitted with a skylight, providing day-
light on all levels. It also had Oslo’s very first escalators. 

This type of grand 20th century financial buildings transformed Kvadraturen from an 
area of residential houses and small businesses into Norway’s “City” district. 

This Neo-Baroque building has also been a hospital for the poor. Today it houses the 
Norwegian Association of Booksellers. 

Rådhusgaten 23b, Skogbrandgården, was designed by the prominent architect H. 
Bull in 1917. Platou Arkitekter A/S are responsible for the postmodern, prizewinning 
extension added 1983-86. Rådhusgata 25 was erected in 1934 for the Norwegian 
Shipowners’ Association and is designed by H. Bjercke and G. Eliassen in the Func-
tionalist style. 
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